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Dear Parents and Guardians,

On behalf of the whole International Section at
Gymnázium, Pankúchova 6, /Spojená škola, Pankúchova
6, I am delighted to extend a very warm welcome to you
and your children, to what I know is going to be a very
exciting year. This is going to be one of the most incredible
years your child will have in his/her career! The first year
in a new school is an exciting time as children start new
adventures in the world of learning. This is a year of
important transitions, as well as one in which gaining new
skills are accelerated.
First, let me begin by giving you a brief background about
me. My name is Katarína Patúcová. I`m 35 years old. I
received my Master’s degree in Elementary Education at
the University of Konstatina Filozofa in Nitra 2008. In
2008 I started to work in the PYP programme which I found was as the incredible and
exciting programme for children, teachers, and parents too.
This year will be filled with lots of exploring, experiences, and learning! I hope to be a guide
and mentor to your child this year as they embark on a learning journey filled with
excitement, challenges, and many learning opportunities. It will be wonderful to watch the
children how they expand their knowledge and learn new things! As your child continues to
grow and learn this year, I hope that you will view me as someone you can count on to care
for your child and their academic progress.
I believe that children learn best when we work together to achieve the same goals with a
child. It is extremely important to keep in mind that we all build on small successes. Each
child will progress at his/her own pace, acquiring skills as he/she is developmentally ready.
Maintaining each child's self-esteem and building a secure foundation for future growth will
always remain a priority in our first grade.
I eagerly look forward to greeting students and families. It remains an honour and privilege
to serve as Deputy Head of International Section. Together, I know we will make this school
year one of growth and achievement for all children.

Sincerely,
Deputy Head of International Section / PYP Coordinator
PaedDr. Katarína Patúcová
patucova@gympaba.sk

Important contact for IB section at Gymnázium, Pankúchova 6 /
Spojená škola, Pankúchova 6
Head of school:
PaedDr. Zuzana butler
butler@gympaba.sk

Deputy Head of International Section / PYP Coordinator:
PaedDr. Katarína Patúcová
patucova@gympaba.sk

MYP Coordinator:
PaedDr. Silvia Dadajová
dadajova@gympaba.sk

DP Coordinator:
Mgr. Jana Sláviková
slavikova@gympaba.sk

School Administrator:
Ing. Lenka Peschlová
peschlova@gympaba.sk

School Psychologist:
Mgr. Michaela Artemiou
artemiou@gympaba.sk

National Program (5-year bilingual program, 8-year grammar school):
Deputy Heads of School:

Mgr. Róbert Mezei (mezei@gympaba.sk)
Mgr. Pavol Hason (hason@gympaba.sk)

PYP Teachers

PYP 1 / a
Classroom Teacher

AFC teacher

Mgr. Lucia Tušová

Mgr. Darina Fekiačová

tusova@gympaba.sk

fekiačová@gympaba.sk

PYP 1 / b
Classroom Teacher

AFC teacher

Bc. Karen van der Westhuizen

Mgr. Barbora Lukáčová

westhuizen@gympaba.sk

lukacova@gympaba.sk

PYP 2
Classroom Teacher

AFC teacher

Mgr. Katarína Hlavnová

Mgr. Michaela Uličná

hlavnova@gympaba.sk

uličná@gympaba.sk

PYP 3
Classroom Teacher

AFC teacher

Bc. Corali Venter

Ing. Michaela Píšová

venter@gympaba.sk

pisova@gympaba.sk

Slovak Teacher
Mgr. Kvetka Sušinková
susinkova@gympaba.sk

International Baccalaureate Philosophy
IB Mission statement

The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and
caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with
schools, governments, and international organizations to develop challenging
programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes
encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

Mission Statement of Gymnázium, Pankúchova 6 /
Spojená škola, Pankúchova 6

We aim to share and apply a common philosophy – a commitment to a high quality,
challenging, international education founded in the principle of linking theory,
practice, and real-life situations. We promote international mindedness whilst
respecting and supporting the development of students’ needs and their unique
personalities and supporting them to become multi-lingual lifelong learners who help
to create peaceful and better world.

IB Continuum
The IB offers schools a continuum of four programmes of education. All IB programmes of
education are philosophically aligned and consistent in their approach to teaching and learning.
Each programme is inspired by the IB mission statement and IB learner profile attributes.
Each of programmes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Has a strong international dimension
Develops intercultural understanding
Requires study across a broad range of subjects
Includes both interdisciplinary areas and individual subjects
Gives special emphasis to learning languages
Focuses on developing skills for lifelong learning
Provides opportunities for individual and collaborative planning and research
Encourage students to become responsible, active members of their community.

THE PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME (PYP) (for children aged 3 – 12)
The PYP prepares students to become active, caring, lifelong learners who demonstrate
respect for themselves and others and have the capacity to participate in the world around
them. It focusses on the development of the whole child.
THE MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME (MYP) (for children aged 11 – 16)
The framework encourages students to make connections between their studies and the real
world. It is five-year programme. MYP students are well-prepared to undertake the IB Diploma
Program (DP). The MYP curriculum framework includes eight subject groups.
THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (DP) (for students aged 16 – 19)
The IB DP is a graduation program. The assessment of graduation consists of an internal
(assessed at school and abroad) and an external part (assessed only abroad). It is respected
by leading universities across the globe. The IB Diploma Programme was established in 1968
to provide an international education that would enable young people to better understand and
manage the complexities of our world. The DP provides a challenging, internationally focused,
broad, and balanced educational experience for students. Students study six subjects and a
curriculum core concurrently over two years.
Gymnázium, Pankúchova 6 is a candidate school* for the three IB programmes (PYP,
MYP, DP). The school is pursuing authorization as an IB World School. IB World Schools
share a common philosophy- a commitment to high-quality, challenging, international
education- that we believe is important for our students.

PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME
Gymnázium is a candidate school* for the PYP. This school is pursuing authorization
as an IB World School. IB World Schools share a common philosophy- a commitment
to high-quality, challenging, international education- that we believe is important for our
students.
* Only schools authorized by the IB Organization can offer any of its four academic programmes: the Primary Years
Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), or the Career-related Programme
(CP). Candidate status gives no guarantee that authorization will be granted. For further information about the IB and its
programmes visit http://www.ibo.org.

The PYP is for children aged 3 – 12, it prepares
students to become active, caring, lifelong learners
who demonstrate respect for themselves and
other. Transdisciplinary framework focuses on the
development of the child as an inquirer, at school
and at home. PYP places a powerful emphasis on
inquiry-based learning. The PYP challenges
students to think for themselves and take
responsibility for their learning.
The most significant and distinctive feature of the
PYP are the six transdisciplinary themes. The
curriculum is transdisciplinary, meaning that it
focuses on issues that go across 6 subject areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Language
Mathematics
Science
Social studies
Personal, social, and physical education
Arts

Learning through the transdisciplinary themes
The transdisciplinary themes mark the starting point of student inquiries. It is within the context
of each theme that students explore related central ideas and assimilate knowledge. These
themes engage the learning community in rich dialogues and ongoing collaboration to build an
understanding of themselves, their wider community, and the world. Designed to have
enduring value regardless of the geography or background of IB World Schools and students,
the six themes provide guidance for what students will inquire into. They:
•
•
•
•
•

encapsulate our shared commonalities
indicate the complexity and the connectedness of the human condition globally
invite students to engage in dialogues about real issues in the world
allow for authentic embeddedness of subject areas
contribute to the uniqueness of the PYP.

Each school’s programme of inquiry reflects the unique aspects of that school community—
from its geography, to the needs and experience of its members and associated local/national
education requirements. Through the programme of inquiry, all learners—students, teachers,
and members of the community—are researchers. They move from what they know through
personal experience and prior knowledge into ways of seeing and knowing that may be new
or unfamiliar to them. They locate and work with subject-specific knowledge and skills in
relation to the themes. They compare and contrast the subjects’ respective methods, tools and
approaches to generate theories that support their conceptual understandings of the
transdisciplinary themes. Through the programme of inquiry, they understand the essential
interconnectedness and interdependence of themselves, other people, and the planet.
At the heart of transdisciplinary learning is the education of the whole child. The PYP
framework not only outlines the knowledge and concepts to be taught over time, but it also
addresses the skills and attitudes to be developed across all subject disciplines.

Six Themes
The PYP framework consists of six transdisciplinary themes, each of which are addressed at
each grade level once a year.

Conceptual understanding
Students have six week long units inquiring into each of these themes in every year of the
program. Through these units of inquiry students develop skills, attitudes and knowledge and
take action to improve their own community or in the wider global context. The concepts that
underpin all of these themes are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Form (what is it like?)
Function (how does it work?)
Causation (why is it like it is?)
Change (How is it changing)
Connection (How is it connected to
other things?)
Perspective (What are the points of
view?)
Responsibility (What is our
responsibility?)
Reflection (How do we know?)

These concepts are explicitly identified in the
units of inquiry and the students are aware of them directly aiding them in constructing the links
which are required to develop a conceptual understanding of an area of the curriculum. This
means they can use this understanding of a concept in multiple contexts and in different areas
of the traditional curriculum, change in music and in mathematics as an example.
The challenge with a conceptually driven approach is that the content approach of teaching
facts and testing them is very easy. It makes kids (and parents in particular!) happy as they
feel in a safe place. They know exactly what they need to know and they go about doing it.

Approaches To Learning/Transdisciplinary Skills
The world in which we all live is constantly changing and
evolving. We therefore need to equip our students with sets
of relevant skills which help to thrive and adapt in any
profession, challenges or situations they find themselves in.
The below skills are deemed transdisciplinary, meaning that
they are not specific to a particular area or field.
The PYP position is that, in order to conduct purposeful
inquiry and in order to be well prepared for lifelong learning,
students need to master a range of skills beyond those
normally referred to as basic. These skills are relevant to all
subject areas as they support the complexities in the lives of
the students. These skills are valuable, not only in the units
of inquiry, but also for any teaching and learning that goes
on within the classroom, and in life outside the school.
Referred to as the IB Approaches to Learning (ATLs), these
five skills are how students learn how to learn.
Students demonstrate Social Skills as they develop positive interpersonal relationships and
collaborative skills. Learners are developing their social-emotional intelligence.
Thinking Skills include the ability to think critically and creatively, transfer skills, and reflect
through metacognitive skills.

Exchanging information, literacy skills, and information technology are all components of
Communication Skills.
Students develop Self-management Skills as they learn how to organize and practice states
of mind that are attributed to well-being.
Research Skills are used to approach learning in all areas of the school. Students apply
information-literacy skills, media literacy skills, and practice the ethical use of media and
information. At the end of this process, students present research findings effectively and
appropriately.

Assessment
Assessment is an ongoing process of gathering, analysing, reflecting, and acting on evidence
of student learning to inform teaching. It involves teachers and students collaborating to
monitor, document, measure, report and adjust learning. Students actively engage in
assessing and reflecting on their learning, acting on feedback from peers and teachers to feed
forward to next steps in learning. Fostering an assessment culture involves the development
of assessment capability among all members of the learning community. Learning goals and
success criteria are co-constructed and clearly communicated Both learning outcomes and the
learning process are assessed. Assessment design is both backward and forward looking.
The aim of assessment is to inform. It identifies what students know, understand, and can do
at different stages in the learning process. By effective assessment students become selfregulated learners when they are actively engaged in assessment and act constructive
feedback. Assessment helps to students reflect on their progress, set goals fore their learning
and engages them in making decisions about what they need to do achieves the goals.
Parents and legal guardians become more informed and progress their child is making. They
extend their child´s understanding and development of skills when they support learning. They
support to their child´s joy of learning and growth as a successful learner.
Assessment is divided into three areas:
•
•
•

Assessing—how we discover what the students know and have learned.
Recording—how we choose to collect and analyse data.
Reporting—how we choose to communicate information.

Assessment in the classroom will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

using representative examples of students’ work or performance to provide information
about student learning
collecting evidence of students’ understanding and thinking
documenting learning processes of groups and individuals
engaging students in reflecting on their learning
students assessing work produced by themselves and by others
developing clear rubrics
identifying exemplar student work
keeping records of test/task results.

Action
Agency is the use of one’s own will and initiative to take responsibility and ownership of
learning. It acknowledges the rights and responsibilities of the individual, supporting voice,
choice and ownership for everyone in the learning community. Students with agency influence
and direct their own learning. Through personal initiative, students express interest and
wonderings, make choices and are aware of their learning goals. They are actively engaged,
and monitor and adjust their learning as needed. Students offer feedback to others and consult
on decisions that affect them. In school, students take responsibility for their learning and
collaborate with teachers and other students to plan, present and assess learning needs.
Teachers support agency by:
•
•
•
•

personalizing learning
creating learning environments to support social, physical and emotional well-being
creating a culture of respect
collaborating and co-constructing learning and learning goals.

At the core of agency lies action that is authentic,
meaningful, mindful, responsible and responsive. Action
could be:
•
•
•
•
•

a change in attitude
a consideration or plan for action in the future
a demonstration of responsibility, or of respect
for self, others and the environment
a commitment to leading or participating in a
youth advocacy group
an engagement in school decision-making or an
expression of support in the community or local
and global decision-making.

Action might come in the form of participation, advocacy, social justice, social entrepreneurship
or life choices. The following examples outline how students take personal and collective action
as part of their learning, both within and beyond school (in response to local and global
challenges and opportunities).
Participation
•
•
•
•

Taking responsibility for personal learning and actions.
Contributing to discussion and learning experiences
Taking part in decision-making
Becoming involved in community projects

Advocacy
•
•
•
•

Supporting peers in the learning community
Sharing ideas
Presenting reasonable arguments on the behalf of others
Organizing or participating in a campaign for change

Social Justice
Exploring issues of fairness from different perspectives
•
•
•

Being aware of and inquiring into the challenges/opportunities of the local and global
community
Volunteering in response to community needs
Reflecting on ethical consequences of potential decisions/actions

Social Entrepreneurship
•
•
•

Designing, planning, and developing models and solutions to address issues
Connecting with businesses, organizations, and community partners to support local
and global projects
Initiating and maintaining projects that have positive impact on the community
o Peer tutoring
o Recycling systems
o School clubs

Social Justice
•
•
•
•

Exploring issues of fairness from different perspectives
Being aware of and inquiring into the challenges/opportunities of the local and global
community
Volunteering in response to community needs
Reflecting on ethical consequences of potential decisions/actions

*PYP: From Principles into Practice, International Baccalaureate, October 2018.

STUDENT SUPPORT

The work to support students is based on the following principles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

we are committed to know our students as individuals
we respect confidentiality
we work as a team in order to meet the needs of our students
we see parents as our partners
we view diversity as a strength
we work to develop a student’s understanding of his/her own learning profile and
promote
his/her ability to self-advocate
we believe that students learn best with their peers in a general classroom environment;
and
we differentiate instruction in order to provide all students with access to the curriculum.

Language Programmes Offered
Language A English is taught to all students in the PYP, who have a high standard of English,
or English as their mother tongue. (At PYP level, five lessons a week).
Language A Slovak is taught from the year 1. Lessons are scheduled four times a week, as
the majority of our students are native Slovaks. It follows the Slovak national curriculum.
Language B Slovak for Beginners is provided for students who have no previous knowledge
of Slovak in grades 1-5. It is organised twice a week at the same time as Language A Slovak
and once per week is organized in the afternoon. It follows the Slovak national curriculum.
Language B Slovak Advanced is provided for students who have a little knowledge of Slovak
Language in grades 3-5. It is organised twice a week at the same time as Language A Slovak.
It follows the Slovak national curriculum.
1. Language Acquisition
The study of additional languages is fundamental to the globally-minded nature of our
international school community. The most important consideration is that the subject should
be a challenging educational experience for the student offering the means of appreciating and
effectively interacting in a culture different from the student’s own.
2. Host-country Language
Slovak is the official language of Slovakia and is important for Slovaks and non-Slovaks to
learn in their roles as global citizens in our local context.
From Grade 1 to DP, all students study Slovak unless otherwise receiving EAL support. In IB
Diploma Programme students may choose Slovak A Literature. Group 1: Studies in Language
and Literature.

3. Mother tongue
The maintenance of the home language enriches personal and academic growth and helps
facilitate international understanding
The majority of our students are either native Slovaks, or children of Slovak parents migrating
due to job transfers. Slovak parents as well as the Slovak governing body strongly desire and
require that children learn their native language, therefore our school offers Slovak Language
A in every grade, 4 times per week.
The school strongly encourages all parents to continue providing instruction of their mother
tongue to children, since this is vital for the development of their cognitive skills. After
appropriately developing their mother tongue skills, students have attained high quality general
language skills, providing a good foundation for studying all languages, including the school's
language of instruction which is English. Appreciation of students' mother tongues increases
their self-esteem and makes them proud of their language, country and culture.
To facilitate this, the school encourages students to use their mother tongue dictionaries for
reference. The school also offers the use of classrooms, after school, to any groups of parents
who would like to organise lessons with a teacher that they provide themselves.
Guidance for helping your child learn English as an Additional Language (EAL)
While the school has specialized EAL teachers and strategies in place to help your child, you
can also help by doing the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Talk to your child in your mother tongue about their school experiences
Encourage your child to read books, magazines and comics in mother tongue and
English
Encourage your child to listen to radio programs or watch TV programs in English
Talk to your child about what he or she is learning at school in your mother tongue.
This will help them to deepen their understanding and help them to prepare for subjectspecific English words that they will encounter at school
Accept and encourage mistakes. Learning a new language requires confidence and
courage and these can be quickly eliminated if someone is constantly correcting
spelling, pronunciation or sentence structure.
Arrange playdates with other class mates. Oftentimes, the only common language is
English and students are forced to negotiate meaning in a relaxed setting
Encourage your child to join an After School Activity in order to build social bonds and
connections. These activities will expose them to other opportunities to learn and use
English in a different context
If your child does not have the desire to do extra practice at home, do not feel that you
have to force it. They may have been working hard enough at school already.

SCHOOL LIFE
Opening hours
The building is open between 7:45-17:30 daily. For safety reasons, children in the PYP must
be accompanied by an adult or registered in the after school care program if they are on
campus outside of school hours (school hours might vary, please check your child's schedule).
MYP students are asked to leave the building after their final lesson of the day.
School starts every day at 8:00. Children can come at 7:45, put their clothes in the locker and
wait in the classroom for their first lesson.
First grade parents can accompany their child during September to the locker and will leave
them at the door of the classroom. Parents of children from second grade and up, will leave
their child in front of the school (or the hallway). Please respect this school rule.
Lockers with keys will be distributed and from then on, children need to bring slippers.

Lunch
Students receive a healthy and well-rounded meals, served each day, in our lunchroom. All of
the PYP students will have lunch from 12:00 – 12:45. They will have one more lesson after the
lunch.
Each child will receive his/her own variable symbol. The payments will be done only by bank
transfer.
All
the
information
you
will
by
on
the
school
website:
https://gympaba.edupage.org/menu/
If your child needs special dietary requirements please inform the managers of the cafeteria
Mrs. Brezničanová via e-mail jedalen@gympaba.sk or phone number 02/ 6231 2902 (Mrs.
Brezničanová speaks only in Slovak. If you do not speak Slovak, please contact your
classroom teacher or AFC teacher.)

Afternoon school club
An afterschool programme (školský klub) is available at an extra cost starting after their last
lesson until 5 p.m. Please be informed that children who remain at school and are not part of
the afterschool programme will be unsupervised. Therefore, parents should make provision to
have their children leave the school grounds after their school day is over.
•
•

You will need to fill in the enrolment paper called “ZAPISNY LISTOK”
These services are provided for a monthly charge of around 15 euros a month (will be
specified). The receipt of payment needs to be brought to the Afterschool Club
teacher.

In case you would like your child to attend the morning club please contact your AFC teacher
for more information. The morning club will start at 6:30am.
The afterschool club teachers will inform the parents how to pick up their children after school.
We ask the parents to be punctual when picking up their child. The parents should phone the
school if they are going to be late. If the parent is late more than three times, the child might
lose the privilege of being in the afterschool club.
•
•
•

Parents should not wait in the parking lot and phone their children to come to them but
need to pick them up in person.
If a child is to go home on his own, a classroom teacher needs to have a written and
signed permission from the parent or guardian. The child should then leave swiftly and
not linger in the school.
If somebody else picks up the child, parents must inform the school, classroom teacher,
or afterschool club teacher.

Proof of payment for the afterschool club needs to be submitted to the afterschool club teacher
before the new month starts.

Clubs at school
At our school are going to be offered different clubs like ART, Music, Dancing, and Sports.
More information is going to be given during the first parents meeting.

Parents and school communication
Email communication will be used for sharing information about organization of the teaching
process and essential information about the child (sickness, information about absence, etc.).
All concerns should be solved where they start. Constructive collaboration between parents
and school is of great importance. On the other hand, trust in the competence and
professionalism of the teachers is greatly appreciated.
We would like you to be active in your child’s schoolwork, meaning that you discuss relevant
assignments and chat with your child about the unit of inquiry at hand. You are of course
welcome to come and visit us at school, however we would like you to communicate with the
relevant staff member at least one day in advance to check that it is a suitable time.
You are going to be informed about the date and content of the meetings during the school
year.
Homework
Reading is an essential lifelong skill. Students are expected to read each evening.
Students in grade1 to grade 2 are expected to read 10 to 20 minutes each evening
Students in grade 3 to grade 5 are expected to read 20 to 30 minutes each evening
•
•

Reading can be in English and/or the mother tongue. However, reading in the mother
tongue is strongly encouraged.
Reading can be:

•
•

•
•

➢ a parent reading to a child
➢ a child reading to a parent
➢ or independent reading.
Students are not necessarily required to read aloud.
Students will be held accountable for their reading through shared weekly
collaborations in the class with partners, book shares, reviews, character maps, etc.
Teachers should avoid accountability formats that may lead to a decrease in interest
towards reading (i.e. overly detailed reading logs).
Students may read any style they wish (chapter books, fiction, comics, magazines,
news for kids, etc.). This can either be in printed format or online. It is important to note
that boys often prefer to read non-fiction materials.
Students in the younger grades may be encouraged to read books at the appropriate
reading level.

Absence from the school
Please note that special permission has to be requested from the Head of School in order for
a student to be granted extra holiday beyond the normal holiday time.
A child cannot miss more than 30% of the schooling hours. If he/she misses more, he/she has
to be assessed from every subject to ensure that he/she is eligible to proceed to a higher level.

Late Arrival
Students are expected to be in the classroom on time. Three times of late arrival represents
one unexcused lesson. Repeated behaviour of unexcused lessons will be reflected in the
report card.

Valuables
It is strongly discouraged to bring valuable items to school. Bringing valuable items such as
computers and phones to school are at the owner’s own risk, and the school takes no
responsibility for lost, damaged, or stolen property. If large items must be brought to school,
please make arrangements with a staff member to store these items safely.

Lost and found
All property should be clearly marked with the student’s first and last name. A “lost and found”
box is located close to the entrance on the entry floor. All objects that are found outside of
classrooms are brought to the lost and found, unless there is a clear name on the article. All
lost and found objects will be donated to a local charity, if not claimed within one week of the
end of each term.

School Holiday 2020/2021

Autumn
break

Last day of
school
October 28th, 2020
(Wednesday)

From-until

Christmas
break

December 22nd, 2020 December 23rd, 2020 (Tuesday)
January 7th, 2021

January 2nd, 2021
(Tuesday)

Half term
break

January 29th, 2021
(Friday)

February 1st, 2021
(Monday)

February 2nd, 2021
(Tuesday)

Spring
break
Easter
break

February 26th, 2021
(Friday)
March 31st, 2021
(Wednesday)

March 1st, 2021 March 5th, 2021
April 1st, 2021 April 6th, 2021

March 8th, 2021
(Monday)
April 7th, 2021
(Wednesday)

Summer
break

Jun 30th, 2021
(Wednesday)

Jul 1st, 2020 –
31 Aug 2021

September 2nd, 2021
(Thursday)

October 29th, 2020 October 30th, 2020

Returning to
school
November 2nd, 2020
(Monday)

We wish you and your children
a wonderful school year at our
school!
Your PYP Team!

